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YS Development. Educating homeowners in sophisticated 
eco-sensitive policies 

yuval sofer, a technology entrepreneur who grew up in 
Tel Aviv, Israel, and lived in Asia and Europe, was 
stunned to find predominantly big, dark, energy-gob-
bling houses when he and his family moved to the 
United States in 2001.   

“I was under-whelmed when I looked for a home,” 
Sofer says. “We couldn’t find anything that fit our 
needs—that was open, bright, and efficient. Our first 
home was 2,000 square feet, and we were paying $400 a 
month for energy. This is the Pacific Northwest—a place 
we thought would be filled with homes that addressed 
the climate, landscape, and environment.”

“I asked myself,” he adds, “‘Is there a way to create a 
well-designed house that works well with the area’s 
trees, lakes, and natural vistas? Let’s build homes that 

are reasonably priced and that meet these criteria. If we 
were challenged to find such a thing, others must be as 
well.’” Turns out, he was right.

The experience stirred Sofer’s entrepreneurial 
spirit and his background in creating partnerships, new 
services, and technological solutions. Sofer had been 
vice president for strategy and business development 
for M-Systems Ltd., an Israeli producer of flash memory 
storage products that grew to be a $1 billion revenue 
generator in its first six years of business. M-Systems 
was acquired in November 2006 by SanDisk in an 
all-stock transaction valued at $1.55 billion.

“I had grown accustomed to creating new-market 
developments, creating a ‘build’ proposition, and 
making it happen,” Sofer says. He decided to leverage 

At a Glance

Location:
bellevue, WA  
Founded:
2007
Employees: 
2
Specialty:
Custom-home design 
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Opposite page: the 
harbinger residence, 
originally built in the 1960s, 
was remodeled with an 
entirely new section by yS 
development, proving the 
firm could perform a 
historical upgrade.
top: the entrance to the 
harbinger residence. 
SoferÕs firm worked 
eco-friendly materials into 
the redesign to make the 
home more sustainable.
Left: the living room of the 
harbinger residence, 
redesigned with a wealth  
of space.

his 15 years of investing and consulting experience in 
the real-estate industry to upend the Pacific Northwest 
housing market.

Sofer’s decision to create YS Development in 
2007—shortly before the U.S. real-estate market went 
downhill—proved a challenge, but it ultimately became 
an advantage as families sought smaller, energy-effi-
cient, value-oriented, and nurturing homes. The 
company got its start with the support of 25 investors, 
consisting primarily of Sofer’s friends and technology 
cohorts.

YS Development operates in a unique way by 
partnering with a host of top-notch architects, design-
ers, engineers, window makers, insulation designers, 
and even many future homeowners to develop homes 

from start to finish without having to play the guess-
work that has plagued speculative development. With 
this partnership approach, the firm gains access to 
top-quality products at a discount and passes those 
savings on to the homeowners. This enables clients to 
enjoy a better home all around at a price that fits 
current market conditions and addresses developing 
trends in home performance.

The company made its mark in 2008, when its 
pioneering design of a sustainable home in Kirkland, 
Washington’s high-end downtown prompted city 
officials to rewrite zoning and land-use rules to 
incorporate green standards for energy efficiency, 
indoor air quality, and the preservation of historic trees 
and other natural features.
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“We have been able to use the home, known as 
Kirkland DOU on 5th Street, as a platform to show 
people that you can build a modern, beautiful, and 
comfortable family house within a reasonable budget,” 
Sofer says. 

Well-known Seattle architects such as PLACE 
Architects PLLC, Kevin Spence Architect, Whitney 
Architecture, and Johnston Architects PLLC jumped 

into the process, creating high-quality homes on several 
sites in Kirkland’s Eastside neighborhood, generating 
media attention and city officials’ gratitude. Kirkland 
quickly became a model for other cities in setting up a 
green building process that takes less time than 
traditional planning, zoning, and permitting processes.

YS Development also demonstrated that a historic 
home can be remodeled for sustainability while still 
maintaining its traditional design. The Harbinger home 

We help people open up 
the box and define their 
routines, their lifestyles, 
how they entertain,  
their indoor-outdoor 
preferences, and their 
desire for a safe, healthy  
environment. 
Yuval sofEr, founDEr

in Bellevue, Washington, was originally designed by 
esteemed 1960s-era architect Ralph Anderson.

“We took this home built in 1964, added a section, 
and revamped the entire house,” Sofer says. “We treated 
it as a celebration of the legacy of design and integrated 
natural and Eastern design elements into the recon-
struction.”

YS Development’s latest project in Bellevue 
features five custom homes on a 1.5-acre site with 
beautiful westward views of Seattle, the mountains, and 
natural vistas. The Bellevue 41st homes were sold prior 
to final design, allowing their future homeowners to 
create houses that fit their needs perfectly and avoiding 
the compromises common to purchasing homes that 
have already been built. The units measure from 2,000 
to 3,000 square feet, compared with pre-recession sizes 
ranging from 3,500 to 4,000 square feet.

The homes, which sold for about $1 million each, 
are the first of many that YS Development has in its 
pipeline. “We expect to grow two- to threefold in the 
next year or two,” Sofer says. “We help people open up 
the box and define their routines, their lifestyles, how 
they entertain, their indoor-outdoor preferences, and 
their desire for a safe, healthy environment.”

New homeowners are bringing coveted priorities 
to their neighborhoods in the process: They want to stay 
in the community, become involved in local activities, 
and take an active interest in their commitment to the 
earth.“We have great feedback and excited customers 
who want to know about our next projects,” Sofer says. 

“We are taking the time to listen to what our customers 
want and need and incorporating those things into the 
final product. Our approach is catching on, and we are 
pleased to be setting the standards for the future of 
modern/green residential development.”  —Sandra Guy

yS developmentÕs Kirkland dOu on 5th Street home prompted Seattle city 
officials to rewrite zoning and land-use rules to incorporate green standards 
for energy efficiency, indoor air quality, and the preservation of historic trees 
and other natural features.



Modern Sustainable Design

YS Development

Environmentally-friendly building and innovative custom design.

Creating high quality modern-sustainable 
homes at affordable prices.

YS Development is a pioneer of modern-sustainable 
housing. We develop and build beautiful, innovative 
and thoughtful homes in the Seattle area, designed 
by the top local architects and designers, and meet 
the highest sustainable standards.

P.O. Box 50026, Bellevue, WA 98015 | 408-627-9449 | www.ys-development.com 

509.216.6540 
www.roofsbypremier.com

With over 20 years experience, we specialize 
in residential and commercial buildings and 
offer prompt emergency repair service for 
damaged roofs.

Premier Roofing Contractors has been offering 
dependable roofing and exterior home repair 
services to Spokane Valley, WA and the 
surrounding areas for over 15 years. 

Licensed | Bonded | Insured

Country Homes is your source for AZEK decking.  It’s the 
decking product that’s virtually 100% stain and scratch 
resistant for easy cleanup and practically no maintenance.  
For a deck that will look like new for years, choose AZEK.

Take the Azek Deck Double Dare
See why AZEK Deck is the #1 selling stain resistant deck brand.

4111 E. Francis - 6 blocks East of Market
Spokane, WA

See us online at CountryHomesSupply.com


